
 

Did you know… 
There’s a BONUS for registering your 
copyright before you’re published? 
 
CopyrightTips from experts* at CopyrightsNow.com 

Common Questions 
 
Does my work have to be published to be copyright protected?  
 
No. Publication is not necessary for copyright protection. “Publication” is the 
distribution of copies of a work to the public by sale or other transfer of 
ownership, or by rental, lease, or lending. 
 
Should I register my copyright before publication? 
 
A recent Supreme Court ruling requires that you register copyrights before you 
can file a copyright infringement lawsuit for money damages!  Registering 
‘Unpublished’ also protects your ‘Published’ work*. Registering also creates a 
public record and makes it easier to defend your copyright. 
 
BONUS for Registering ‘Unpublished’ 
 

• Registering your ‘Unpublished’ work gives you peace-of-mind… knowing 
that your copyright legal protection starts earlier… while you shop for 
agents, or submit your work to publishers or 3rd parties reviews, etc. 
 

• Registering as ‘Unpublished’ provides BONUS copyright protection for 
both your ‘Unpublished’ and ‘Published’ work in all formats (i.e., 
hardcover, paperback, e-book, etc.) 
 

• Registering as ‘Unpublished’ is usually faster and less costly since you 
can simply upload the required copy as a PDF for copyright protection 
vs. having to mail in physical copies of your hardcover or paperback book 
 

• Note: For ‘Published’ works, if your formats include hardcopy (i.e., 
hardcover or paperback) then you must mail in two complete physical 
copies of the work in the hard copy format; if the published format is 
only electronic then you may upload a PDF version containing the 
complete work   
 

• Most importantly – the sooner you register your copyrights, the sooner 
your copyright protection and enforcement begins! 
 

To start your copyright protection, click to learn more about registration NOW! 
 
* ‘Published’ version must have the same content, authors and claimants as the ‘Unpublished’ work. 
The information contained in this post and software application are believed to be accurate at the time 
of publication; however, copyright regulations change and subject to various interpretations… so always 
consult with a personal attorney for legal advice. 
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